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POST
People

A mix of advanced ESOL students and native speaking HiSET Prep. and skill improvement students in an Adult Career Pathways writing class. My students, with one exception, are comfortable with technology.  They have smartphones and pc’s or laptops; many also have tablets.  In class, they have access to their phones and to school laptops and iPads.  They all can search the internet, use social media sites, send and receive email, and use word processing software to varying degrees of competencies.  In prior lessons, they learned how to use Google Docs to write, edit, and collaborate.  They are comfortable with these activities and are now using Google Docs in their lives outside of school.  They have limited experience with reading blogs and have never posted on a blog.

Objectives

At the end of this unit students will be able to:

·  Write informed arguments about current issues with valid reasoning and sufficient and relevant evidence.

·  Evaluate news sources for bias and credibility.

·  Use information from multiple print and media sources without plagiarizing.

·  Be able to post on a blog.

 CCRS:  Reading Anchors 1, 2, 4, 6, and 8; Writing Anchors 1, 4, 5, 6, and 8; Speaking/Listening Anchors 1 and 2; Language Anchors 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6

Strategy

One of the biggest challenges for this unit is that my students generally do not read or watch the news in any format.  They are unaware of biases in news reporting.  They have limited knowledge of what the various news sources even are.  We have been working on organizing and writing persuasive pieces of writing and collaborating via Google Docs.  They have some internet research skills.  To achieve the objectives of the unit, I will start with one news story that we work through together.  I will have them derive a rubric for evaluating news sources and reporting.  We will utilize discussion and class viewings of short news clips on a topic to develop their analysis and evaluation skills.  Writings will be done and shared via Google Docs so the group can make comments on each other’s pieces as we go along.  They will then do an analysis of a topic of their own choosing.  For the final part I will assign a common topic which will be controversial in nature (gun rights/control).  The students will research and blog about the topic.  They will then write a persuasive essay on Google Docs and share it with the class.
Technology

· We will use laptops in class and they will use their own computing systems at home to do internet research.

· Google Docs will be used to write, edit, revise, and collaborate. 

· I will set up a blog on Blogger.com with the class members as authors.  We will use it to share thoughts, pose/answer questions, and post resources.  

· I have the ability to implement this use of technology, although I will need to learn how to set up and administer a blog.  I will be using Blogger because it is easy to use.

Formative assessment

Students will be assessed at each step of the process.  Initially I will use observation and questioning to be sure that they comprehend the task, able to do the necessary research, able to access videos, and to copy and paste URLs into a document.  At all the later stages, I will use discussion, questioning, observation, and their written responses to the given tasks to assess the students.

Writing Lesson Overview:  Students will use the internet and print news sources to learn to evaluate source reliability and credibility.  They will do an analysis of a topic of their choice.   What’s the issue?  What are the key points of the opposing sides?  They will form an opinion and write a persuasive piece using their analysis of the topic.  The will cite sources and provide adequate and reliable evidence to support their points.


